
 

 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TWENTIETH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
CHARLOTTE COUNTY, FLORIDA IN CHANCERY 
 
 
In Re: The Central Charlotte County Drainage District                   Case No. 65-5710-CA 
 
 

MOTION TO EXTEND THE CORPORATE EXISTENCE OF THE  
CENTRAL CHARLOTTE COUNTY DRAINAGE DISTRICT AND   

NOTICE OF HEARING 
 

The Board of Supervisors of the Central Charlotte County Drainage District, by and 

through its undersigned attorneys, hereby request this Court to extend the corporate 

existence of the Central Charlotte County Drainage District, and as grounds therefore 

allege: 

1. The Central Charlotte County Drainage District is a public agency which 

was created by Order of Circuit Court in and for Charlotte County, Florida, in the above-

styled cause on January 6, 1966, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 298, Florida 

Statutes. A true and correct copy of the Order establishing and creating the Central 

Charlotte County Drainage District is attached hereto as Exhibit "A". 

2. The Order entered in this cause on January 6, 1966, granted to the Central 

Charlotte County Drainage District a corporate existence of 30 years commencing on the 

date of the said Order. 

3. The Florida Legislature adopted chapter 69-932, Laws of Florida, which 

ratified, confirmed, and approved the January 6, 1966, Order.  

4. On December 14, 1994, this Court entered an Order Extending Corporate 

Existence of the Central Charlotte County Drainage District. The December 14, 1994, 

Order extended the District’s corporate existence through January 5, 2026. A true and 

correct copy of the said Order is attached hereto as Exhibit “B”. 
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5. The December 14, 1994, Order, directed the Clerk of the Court to maintain 

the case as an active file during the pendency of the District’s corporate existence. 

6. The Southwest Florida Water Management District, the Florida Department 

of Environmental Protection, and the Charlotte County Attorney’s Office were listed on 

the certificate of mailing in the December 14, 1994, Order. 

7. Under section 298.01 of the Florida Statutes, the circuit court maintains 

original and exclusive jurisdiction over the Central Charlotte County Drainage District. 

8. The Central Charlotte County Drainage District is the beneficiary of 

easements for and operates drainage facilities within its jurisdictional boundaries, including 

without limitation road swales, canal systems, and other drainage structures. 

9. If the Central Charlotte County Drainage District were to cease its corporate 

existence, landowners within its jurisdiction would no longer be able to receive the efficient 

provision of drainage services from the District, and successor to the District’s rights and 

responsibilities would be placed in doubt. 

10. Therefore, it is in the best interest of all landowners within Central Charlotte 

County Drainage District’s jurisdictional boundaries to extend the District’s corporate 

existence for an additional 30 years to January 5, 2056.  

11. On June 20, 2025, the Board of Supervisors for the Central Charlotte 

County Drainage District adopted a resolution, approving the extension of the District’s 

corporate existence and authorizing the filing of this motion. A true and correct copy of 

the Resolution is attached hereto as Exhibit “C”.  
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12. The Resolution was adopted at a public hearing that was duly noticed, 

consistent with the requirements of Chapters 298 and 189, Florida Statutes, providing 

notice to the landowners of the District’s intent to seek the extension requested herein. 

13. Additionally, the District maintains a website upon which the instant motion 

and any subsequent filings and notices of hearing will be prominently displayed.   

WHEREFORE, the Board of Supervisors of the Central Charlotte County Drainage 

District hereby requests this Court to schedule an evidentiary hearing to consider this 

Motion and at the conclusion of the hearing to issue an order extending the corporate 

existence of the Central Charlotte County Drainage District until January 5, 2056. 

Respectfully submitted on this 3rd day of October, 2025. 

 
LEWIS, LONGMAN & WALKER, P.A. 

 
/s/ Amy Taylor Petrick    
AMY TAYLOR PETRICK 
Florida Bar No. 0315590 
Primary Email: apetrick@llw-law.com 
Secondary Email: bpennington@llw-law.com 

      SETH BEHN 
Florida Bar No. 115322 
Primary Email: tduhy@llw-law.com  
Secondary email: lburnaford@llw-law.com 
360 South Rosemary Avenue, Suite 1100 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
Telephone: 561-640-0820 
Co-Counsel for The Central Charlotte County 
Drainage District 

 
      EDWARD L. WOTITZKY 

      Florida Bar No. 319546 

Wotitzky, Wotitzky, Ross, & Young, P.A. 

1107 West Marion Avenue, Unit 111 

Punta Gorda, FL   33950 
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Email: ewotitzky@wotitzkylaw.com 
Telephone: (941) 639-2171 

Counsel for The Central Charlotte County 

Drainage District      

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this 3rd day of October, 2025, a true and correct copy 

of the foregoing was served via U.S. Mail and via the Florida Court’s E-Filing Portal 

system to the following counsel of the entities who were listed as recipients of the 

December, 1994, order extending the corporate existence of the Central Charlotte County 

Drainage District: 

Christopher A. Tumminia, Esq. 
General Counsel for Southwest  
Florida Water Management District 
7601 US Highway 301 N 
Tampa, FL 33637-6758 
Email: chris.tumminia@swfwmd.state.fl.us 
Telephone: 813-985-7481 
 
Justin G. Wolfe, Esq. 
General Counsel for Department of Environmental Protection 
3900 Commonwealth Blvd 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-6575 
Email: justin.g.wolfe@dep.state.fl.us 
Telephone: 850-245-2214 
 
Janette S. Knowlton, Esq. 
County Attorney for Charlotte County 
18500 Murdock Circle 
Port Charlotte, FL 33948 
Email: janette.knowlton@charlottecountyfl.gov 
Telephone: 941-743-1550 
 

 
/s/ Amy Taylor Petrick    
AMY TAYLOR PETRICK 
Florida Bar No. 0315590 
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